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OVARIAN CANCER DAY 

Statement 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [9.58 pm]: As some members know, today is Ovarian Cancer 
Day. In February every year, Ovarian Cancer Australia runs a National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, the 
highlight being Ovarian Cancer Day, which is today, 23 February. The purpose of the February attention to 
ovarian cancer is to highlight the symptoms of ovarian cancer and to raise funds for their programs. Members 
will have noticed people wearing the teal-coloured ribbons, which are the symbol of Ovarian Cancer Australia.  

Ovarian Cancer Australia was founded in 2001, by people directly affected by ovarian cancer who wanted to 
raise awareness about the disease and also support those affected by it.  

The wearing of the teal ribbon on the last Wednesday in February is done as a fundraiser, and also to serve as the 
focus of a number of events that are usually held—a number of events will be held this weekend in Perth—and 
to encourage individuals, if they wish, to hold their own events. In Western Australia, the ambassadors for 
Ovarian Cancer Australia are Western Australian Lord Mayor Lisa Scaffidi and well-known journalist Dixie 
Marshall. 

As I have said, one of the main aims of Ovarian Cancer Australia, apart from supporting people who have 
ovarian cancer, is to spread information about this disease. Ovarian cancer is the sixth most common cancer for 
women. Every year around 1 300 women are diagnosed with it and more than 800 die. One in 70 women will 
develop ovarian cancer in their lifetime; therefore, it is very likely that members in this chamber will know 
people, family or friends who will develop this disease. Unfortunately, currently there is not a good, reliable, 
early test to detect ovarian cancer. Unfortunately, when it is diagnosed, the cancer is often at an advanced stage 
and is very difficult to treat. More than half the women who are diagnosed with ovarian cancer will not live for 
five years after their diagnosis. Obviously, the research is very much aimed at finding a reliable, early detection 
test or a screening program. Until that occurs, the best advice that can be given, and one of the main reasons for 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month and particularly Ovarian Cancer Australia’s Teal Ribbon Day, is to help 
ensure that women know as best as possible what the early symptoms are. The four most common symptoms are 
abdominal or pelvic pain, increased abdominal size and persistent bloating, needing to urinate often or 
frequently, and difficulty eating or feeling full quickly. These are obviously symptoms that could be related to a 
number of other diagnoses. In the light of the fact that there is no early detection test, it is very important that 
people generally, and women in particular, know what the symptoms are so that if the symptoms are persistent, 
they seek treatment and have an ovarian cancer ultrasound and other tests to exclude it. If they are able to catch it 
early, the outlook of course is very much improved. 

Before I finish, I would like to read the vision of Ovarian Cancer Australia, which, as I have said, was founded 
by people directly affected by the disease. Its vision is —  

Every Australian woman knows the symptoms of ovarian cancer and everyone affected by ovarian 
cancer feels personally supported and well informed about the latest treatment and research. 

I commend Ovarian Cancer Australia for the work that it does. 
 


